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School and DHS Processes for Responding to a possible Mandatory Reporting Concern of Child

neglect

School Response- Concerns due to:
Receipt of disclosure from a child about abuse or

Observed indicators of abuse
Awareness of possible harm to a child

concerns.

Concerns relate to a child requiring immediate protection/a belief has been formed
that a child is in significant risk of harm.
Concerns relate to physical and/or sexual abuse- It is Mandatory to make a report.
Report to Victoria Police if suspected grooming or failure to disclose/protect are

Contact Local Child Protection
Intake provider: DHS Child
Protection

Report concerns regarding
Physical and/or sexual abuse.
Have notes prepared with
observations and child and family
details.

Note:

Non-mandated staff are
able to report concerns and
under the Crimes Act 1958
(Vic) are legally obliged to
report if they have formed a
reasonable belief that a
sexual offence has been
committed by an adult
against a child.

There are other
significant concerns
relating to a child
and their family.
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Contact the Jocal Child First
provider- ‘Orange Door’
Have notes prepared with
observations and child and
family details.

St. Joseph’s Malvern Mandatory Reporting Policy

Consider the level of
immediate danger to the
child.

1. Consider:

a) Havelformeda
belief that the child
has suffered or is at
risk of suffering
significant harm?
YES/NO

b) Do | doubt the child’s
safety/parent’s
ability to protect the
child?

YES/NO

If responded with YES to a)
or b) contact DHS Child
Protection to make a
mandatory or protective
report.

Significant concerns that a
child/ child’s family require
a referral to Child First for
family services, contact
local Child First provider.
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St Joseph’s internal school process for mandatory reporting

FOUR CRITICAL ACTIONS FOR SCHOOLS
Responding to Incidents, Disclosures
and Suspicions of Child Abuse
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